
Managing your 
College 

Applications



Applicant will most likely get 
in since GPA and test scores 

meet average admitted 
student range.

Example: 
School you could REALLY see 

yourself attending 

Based on applicant’s test 
scores and GPA, we feel 

confident the student has 
a good chance of getting 

in here. 

Example: 
Harper College 

Applicant’s test scores 
and  GPA  are on the low 

side of the school’s usual 
acceptance rates. We still 
recommend applying if it 
is your dream, however 

you should not have ALL 
reach schools on your list!

  
Example: 

Selective or Highly 
Selective Schools

Safety Match Reach



Match Considerations
. 

Financial PersonalAcademic



Elaborate on what you want to discuss. 

Application Deadlines



Step 1: Create a Common App account and 
log on.

Step 2: Go to the “Education” section of the 
Common App tab and your school. 
Otherwise, you will see this message when 
you try to complete the FERPA Release 
Authorization.

Step 3: Visit the “College Search” tab and 
select at least one college you plan to apply 
to.

Step 4: Visit the “My Colleges” tab and 
select one of the colleges on your list. Under 
the drop down menu, select 
“Recommenders and FERPA”.



Step 5: Read through the instructions and 
check the box once you’ve read the 
acknowledgements.

 

Step 6: Choose between waiving and not 
waiving your rights to see your teacher’s 
letters of recommendation. Waiving your 
right will allow teachers to write as 
honestly as possible. If you do not waive 
your right, some teachers may decline to 
write you a letter of recommendation. 
Learn more about the FERPA Release 
Authorization. 

https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/What-is-the-FERPA-Waiver#:~:text=Waiving%20your%20right%20lets%20colleges,letters%20are%20candid%20and%20truthful.
https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/What-is-the-FERPA-Waiver#:~:text=Waiving%20your%20right%20lets%20colleges,letters%20are%20candid%20and%20truthful.


Write an agenda here.

Write an agenda here.

Write an agenda here.

Write an agenda here.

Write an agenda here.

● Students MUST have schools 
in their applying list in order 
to request a transcript

● NO test scores will be on the 
transcript

● You MUST request your 
transcript in order for 
counselors to send 
documents



1. You can only request a letter of recommendation from 3 recommenders, do NOT include 
your counselor. Only request a letter if it is required by the school or it is optional.

2. Make sure to complete and upload your brag sheet before requesting your recommenders. 
Upload the document as a PDF.



Letter of Recommendation Etiquette
❏ Ask your teacher in person if they would be willing to 

write you a letter.

❏ Ask them at least 3-4 weeks before your application 
is due.

❏ Ask a teacher who knows you well and can speak to 
your personal and academic qualities. 



Remember…

Link your 
Common App & 

Maia Account

Waive your 
FERPA in 

Common App

Request 
transcripts & 

letters of 
recommendation 

Select 
application 
deadline in 

Common App



What Can You Work on Now?
❏ Completing your D211 Brag Sheet

❏ Requesting Transcripts

❏ Common App Personal Statement

❏ University Supplemental Essays



Thank you!
If you have any questions, please contact your School Counselor


